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Cambridge e-Learning Institute is now offering the new online certificate in 

Animal Welfare starting in May 2011. 

The Certificate consists of several individual courses taken independently. To 

get the Basic Certificate you need to take three compulsory courses and at 

least one option. The first two compulsory courses are AW01 - Basic Concepts 

in Animal Welfare and AW02 - Principles of Animal Behaviour. After you have 

successfully completed these two courses, you can then choose any one option 

from the options list. After you complete your option, you can then register for 

the last compulsory course, AW08 - Animal Ethics. After you have successfully  

completed all of these four courses, you gain a Basic Certificate in Animal 

Welfare accounting for 80 credits. 

 

Modules        Credits Length  
(Months) 

1  Compulsory AW01 Basic Concepts in Animal Welfare 20 3 

2  Compulsory AW02 Principles of Animal Behaviour 20 3 

 
 
 
 
Options 

AW03 Farm Animals 20 3 

AW04 Animals Used in Research 
 

20 3 

AW05  Wild Animals 
 

20 3 

AW06 Work and Leisure  Animals 
 (shows, sports, work & companion animals) 
 

20 3 

AW07  Legislation in the UK, EU and 
International. 
 

20 3 

3 Compulsory AW08  Animal Ethics 20 3 
 

 

Advanced Certificates 

However, you are not restricted to taking one option only. If you have an 

interest in other welfare issues, you can of course take more options, either 

simultaneously or after you finished your first option. In order to reflect how 

many options you have taken, we provide different certificate levels. For each 

additional option added to your curriculum over and above the first one 

needed for the Basic Certificate, you go up one level and are awarded a 

Certificate level 1, 2 or 3, depending on how many credits you have 
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accumulated. If you decide to do all the options you are awarded a CEI-

Advanced Certificate in Animal Welfare.  

 
Here is an example for how to accumulate credits: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later, you have an option to obtain a CEI Diploma in Animal Welfare if you 

decide to write a dissertation, which will account for 60 credits. A Diploma 

requires 220 credits. 

Title Name Individual 
Credits 

Accumulated 
Credits 

BCAW Basic Certificate in Animal Welfare                      20 80 

BCAW I Certificate in Animal Welfare  (level 1) 20 100 

BCAW II Certificate in Animal Welfare  (level 2) 20 120 

BCAW III Certificate in Animal Welfare  (level 3) 20 140 

ACAW Advanced Certificate  in Animal Welfare 20 160 

DAWW Diploma in Animal Welfare (Dissertation) 60 220 

 

Note that these credits are specific to Cambridge e-Learning Institute (CEI)  and 

do not relate to any other credit system used in the UK (CATS) or in the 

BCAW 

80 credits 
CAW (level 1) 

100 credits 
CAW (level 2) 

120 credits 

CAW (level 3) 

140 credits 

AW02 
20 credits 

AW01 
20 credits 

AW08 
20 credits 

AW0X 
20 credits 

AW02 
20 credits 

AW01 
20 credits 

AW08 
20 credits 

AW03 
20 credits 

AW04 
20 credits 

AW03 
20 credits 

AW04 
20 credits 

AW05 
20 credits 

AW02 
20 credits 

AW01 
20 credits 

AW08 
20 credits 

AW03 
20 credits 

AW04 
20 credits 

AW05 
20 credits 

AW06 
20 credits 

AW02 
20 credits 

AW01 
20 credits 

AW08 
20 credits 

ACAW 
160 credits 

AW02 
20 credits 

AW01 
20 credits 

AW08 
20 credits 

AW07 
20 credits 

AW04 
20 credits 

AW05 
20 credits 

AW06 
20 credits 

AW03 
20 credits 
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European Union.  The credits accumulated at CEI are used to measure your 

progression towards CEI qualifications only, however we based our credit 

attribution on the UK CATS scheme which awards credits according to the 

number of study hours assigned per  course. 

 

Cambridge e-Learning Institute is a private company, based in Cambridge, UK 

and founded by academics working at the University of Cambridge, however 

we have no formal association with this university nor any other Higher 

Education  Institution in the UK although our tutors are lecturers or 

researchers at some of these universities. 

 

When you acquire one of our certificates, we provide you with a document 

stating that you have successfully completed our courses and a description of 

the course contents. 

 

Course Design 

Each individual course runs online on a virtual learning environment and 

consist of 5 to 7 lectures. Each lecture is composed of reading materials, 

consisting of handouts, scientific papers, multimedia presentations, and a 

forum where you are required to discuss the issues assigned for each lecture. 

 

Participation in the forum is compulsory, but each forum runs for one or two 

weeks and you have plenty of time to login and provide your contribution. 

 

Each forum is mediated by a tutor specialised in the particular subject. Usually 

these tutors are selected for their expertise and recruited from universities in 

the UK and  abroad. 

 

Each course ends with a small online examination and in some cases you may 

be required to write a short final assignment, but read the individual 

descriptions for each course. 

 

Credits: The image on the front page is the artwork Denis Alexander Torres, director of Project Andigena 

(www.andigena.org) 
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Course Content 
 

1. Approaches to Animals Welfare  

Definitions  

The 5 Freedoms and the 3Rs 

Welfare, ethics and law 

 

2. Basic Concepts 

 Animal suffering  

Pain and injury  

Hunger and Thirst  

Needs  

Motivation  

Fear  

 
3. Limits to Adaptation 

 
4. Assessing Stress  

 
5. Monitoring Systems 

 
 
 
 

 
 

5 lessons 
 
Assessment:  
 

Á Forum participation 
Á Online questionnaire 

consisting of multi-choice and 
written questions. 

 
 
 Marks:  
 
Á A pass requires minimum 90% 

in examination.  
Á Compulsory contribution in all  

forums. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Basic Concepts in Animal Welfare AW01 
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 Course Content 
 

1. Different approaches to the study of animal behaviour 
 

2. Normal Behaviour 
Questions in Ethology 
Proximate Causes 
Ultimate Causes 
Evolution and Behaviour 
Cognition and Learning 

 
3. Abnormal Behaviour 

When is a behavior considered to be abnormal? 
Classification of abnormal behaviours 

. Stereotypies 

. Self-directed and environment-directed 

. Directed to another animal 

. Failure of function 

. Abnormal reactivity 

. Sham behaviours 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 lessons 
 
 
Assessment:  
 

Á Forum participation 
Á Online questionnaire 

consisting of multi-choice and 
written questions. 

 
 
 Marks:  
 
Á A pass requires minimum 90% 

in examination.  
Á Compulsory contribution in all  

forums. 
 

AW02 Concepts in Animal Behaviour 
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Course Content 
 

1. Farm Animals: General Introduction and common aspects 
2. Animal Groups 
3. Husbandry 
4. Nutrition and welfare 
5. Transport 
6. Slaughter 
7. Production systems 
8. Animal welfare and product quality  
9. Stockmanship  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6 lessons 
 
 
Assessment:  
 

Á Forum participation 
Á Online questionnaire 

consisting of multi-choice and 
written questions. 

 
 
 Marks:  
 
Á A pass requires minimum 90% 

in examination.  
Á Compulsory contribution in all  

forums. 
 

AW03 Farm Animal Welfare 
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Course Content 
 

1. Introduction  
2. Most used animal groups  
3. The three R's  
4. Alternatives  
5. Improving the welfare of laboratory animals 
6. Legislation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5 lessons 
 
 
Assessment:  
 

Á Forum participation 
Á Online questionnaire 

consisting of multi-choice and 
written questions. 

 
 
 Marks:  
 
Á A pass requires minimum 90% 

in examination.  
Á Compulsory contribution in all  

forums. 
 

AW04 Welfare of Animals Used in Research 
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 Course Content 
 
 

 
 

 

1. The welfare of free wild animals  

2. The welfare of farmed wild animals  

3. The welfare of captive wild animals: zoos and safari parks  

4. Wildlife management and the welfare of populations  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 lessons 
 
 
Assessment:  
 

Á Forum participation  
Á Online questionnaire 

consisting of multi-choice and 
written questions. 

 
 
 Marks:  
 
Á A pass requires minimum 90% 

in examination.  
Á Compulsory contribution in all  

forums. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AW05 Welfare of Wild Animals 
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 Course Content 
 

1. Animals in Shows 
     Circuses, Rodeos and Bull Fights 

 
2. Animals in sports 

Racing  
Blood sports 

3. Working Animals 
 
4. Companion Animals 

The human-animal bond  
Responsible ownership 
Breeding and pet trading 
Cats, dogs and small pets 
Stray animals 
Exotic and wild animals as pets 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

5 lessons 
 
 
Assessment:  
 

Á Forum  participation  
Á Online questionnaire 

consisting of multi-choice and 
written questions. 

 
 
 Marks:  
 
Á A pass requires minimum 90% 

in examination.  
Á Compulsory contribution in all  

forums. 
 

AW06 Work and Leisure Animals  
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 Course Content 
 

1. The organisations around the world  

¶ United Nations  
¶ Council of Europe  
¶ WTO 
¶ OIE  

 

2. Law Jargon  

¶ Conventions  
¶ Treaties  
¶ Regulations and Directives  

 

3. Examples of Animal Protection Legislation  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

5 lessons 
 
 
Assessment:  
 

Á Forum  participation 
Á Online questionnaire 

consisting of multi-choice and 
written questions. 

 
 
 Marks:  
 
Á A pass requires minimum 90% 

in examination.  
Á Compulsory contribution in all  

forums. 
 

AW07 Animals and the Law 


